Prestbury Methodist Church




We extend a very warm welcome to you and invite you to join
us for worship. If you are just visiting we will be happy to greet
you, and hope that we may meet you again on your next visit. If
you have recently come to live in the area, we hope that you will
feel at home amongst us and that we may have the opportunity
in the future to welcome you to our services and other events in
the Church programme.

Our Services are usually held weekly at 10.30am, although
occasional Circuit Services elsewhere will mean we do not
have a service at Prestbury on those days. See the back page
of this edition of Contact or our Church website for current
details plus lots more at www.prestburymethodistchurch.org.uk

The District On-line Services are normally held on the second
Sunday of every month at 6.30pm. The Zoom link is:

https://zoom.us/|/97923125645?pwd=L656L DUauCGtv46fg2PoKXxwI24E8a.1
Meeting ID: 979 2312 5645 Passcode: 543701

Church website
www.prestburymethodistchurch.org.uk

e-mail: admin@prestburymethodistchurch.org.uk

Minister: Rev Stephen Dallin
Tel: 01625 872060
e-mail: stephendallin@yahoo.co.uk

Enquiries for funerals, baptisms and weddings
to the Minister please.


http://www.prestburymethodistchurch.org.uk/
http://www.prestburymethodistchurch.org.uk/
mailto:admin@prestburymethodistchurch.org.uk

From our Minister
A Tempting Offer

(Matthew 4:1-11 or Mark 1:12-13 or Luke 4:1-13)

| have a confession to make - | am a ‘reduced shelf’ addict! | just can’t help it - |
go into a supermarket intent on just getting milk or bread —and | come out
with joints of meat or items that have been reduced (or even Pringles!)... Some
very tempting offers though.

Oscar Wilde once said: “I can resist anything except temptation.”

We are in the period of Lent — a period signifying Jesus’ forty days in the
wilderness, at the start of his ministry (Matthew 4:1-11). For him, it was a
time of contemplation and temptation. Matthew and Luke’s gospels give
quite a bit of detail whereas Mark only gives a couple of sentences to it.

A couple of things that | noted:

One, was that Jesus was ‘led by the Spirit’ out to the wilderness where he
was tempted. Going God’s way does not let us off from temptation. If
anything, it may open us up to more temptations. Now, being tempted is
not a sin, it’s the giving in to it that can be. Jesus armed with the Spirit’s
power and guidance resisted the three temptations to make his mission
easier.

Another is that it comes after Jesus’ baptism, a high point with God’s
affirmation of him: “You are my Son, whom | love; with you | am well
pleased.” Even in the good times there can be temptations, for example to
go our own way, to do our own thing. Jesus beats those temptations by
staying close to his Father in prayer and using his knowledge of the Bible. He
took time to be with his Father and that gave him the strength and
perseverance to face the challenges of his earthly ministry.

It’s tempting for us to rely on our own strength, to think we know better, to
be ‘too busy for God’ (because after all, we are doing God’s work, aren’t
we?). But we do need to take time to be with God and to hear what he has
to say to us. If we do that then | believe we will find that He has the
resources that will help us through the ups and downs of life.

It’s a tempting offer, don’t you think?

God bless, Steve



Mothering Sunday

Mothering Sunday - the fourth Sunday of Lent- offers families an opportunity
to honour the women who have nurtured them. Lots of different streams
and traditions have come together to make today’s Mothering Sunday the
special day that it is.

In the Middle Ages it was an occasion for everyone to visit their ‘mother’
church - the place where they had been baptised. Later, an opportunity for
those who worked away from home to visit their mothers became added to
the mix of reasons to make it a special day.

Today we honour all women who have in one way or another been special to
us, and in church this is usually signalled by small bunches of flowers for
every woman present.

Treating mums and grandmas to Sunday lunch, chocolates and flowers is also
part of the present mix. And will there be a simnel cake to be seen - a
tradition from ages past - with its rich layers of marzipan, and eleven balls of
marzipan on top, reminders of the 11 disciples who remained faithful to
Jesus?

Not everyone has enjoyed a wonderful or enduring relationship with their
mum, so lest we get carried away on a wave of love and sentimentality,
there is usually space in the Mothering Sunday church service to reflect on
and pray for those whose relationships with their mother were not all they
might have been.

Also, there are the families blighted by the lack of, or death of a child;
families remembering a mum who died tragically young; women who never
had a child but would have dearly loved the opportunity; all these and more
are a recognition of the imperfections of human love, human life.

These imperfections can be brought in prayer to the God who mothers us. In
the Old Testament, Isaiah speaks of God comforting His people like a mother
hen. In the New Testament, both Matthew and Luke bear witness to Jesus
expressing His desire to gather His people as a mother hen gathers her chicks
under her wings. Yes, God has strong maternal qualities which He invites us
to discover and enjoy!

Have you discovered the mothering, nurturing, maternal qualities which God
offers to all people? It’s lovelier than flowers, more long-lasting than simnel
cake, better than a visit from family, and it’s free to everyone who wants it -
it could be yours!

Parish Pump



The Bible has many stories of
mothers who had great faith
in God. With their love, care,
encouragement and prayers
their children grew up to

be great people of God.
1
Who saved her baby by putting himin a
basket in the river? , 2
Exodus 2:1-3 '
and 6:20 3
4
5 6
74
Who was
90 years
old when =
she had her
son Isaac?
Genesis 17:19 Whose prayers
fora child
were answered
by God?
Across & Down 1 Samuel 1:20
3. Obed’s mother 1. Boaz’s mother
Matthew 1:5 Matthew 1:5 3 Who had two
4. John's mother 2.Solomon’s mother sons called
Luke 1:57-60 1 Kings 1:11 CaGin and z‘lt\-tl)ezl?
7. Reuben’s mother 4. Timothy’s mother neB LT
Genesis 29:32 2 Timothy 1.5
8. Joseph’s mother 5. Ishmael’s mother
Genesis 30:22-24 Genesis 16:15
9. Jesus’ mother 6.Jacob and Esau’s mother
Acts 1:14 Genesis 25:21-26

Answer the questions then put them into the crossword Mar26 © deborah noble * parishpump.co.uk



PRAYERS FOR MARCH

Heavenly Father we praise You for all that is good.

We give thanks for Your enduring love for us and all that you provide
for us.

As we move into this month of March, and nature awakens, fill us with
hope and joy and a thankful spirit. Help us to appreciate our daily
blessings and find beauty in simplicity. Fill our hearts with love and
compassion and help us to love each other as You love us.

At this time of Lent help us to walk humbly with You. Give us Your
grace and guidance for new beginnings.

We ask for Your blessing on those who suffer, in areas of war and
conflict, in areas of natural disaster and of famine.

We remember those who are sick, bereaved or lonely especially those
known to us.

Bless our families and friends Lord and keep them safe in your care.
We celebrate with those who have birthdays this month:

John Leach, Margaret Long and Sharon Wright
God bless them all.

Amen



DAFFODIL

Daffodil Daffodil
Sitting on the window sill
Bright and golden in your glory
Opening up a springtime story

Daffodil Daffodil
Swaying gently on the hill
Vibrant petals in the breeze
Serenading winter trees

Daffodil Daffodil
Proudly showing off your frill
Sometimes dancing for the skies
What a wonderful surprise

Daffodil Daffodil
When I see your charm 1 will
Take a moment to embrace
Your pretty little yellow face

Daffodil Daffodil
Sitting on the window sill
Gathered in your seasons glory
Waking up the springtime story

RJPoetry



Chinese Supper & Beetle Drive

Friday 27" March 6:30 — 9:30pm

A Social Event at Pat & Roger Bolton’s,

12, Ashfield Drive, Macclesfield on Saturday

22nd March, gathering from 6:30 pm for a Chinese Supper
at 7:00pm. We shall order a takeaway of a choice
selection of starters and main courses (chicken or beef or
vegetarian) to serve everyone, for a nominal £10 a head.
Please bring your own drinks - Chinese tea & water will be
provided. Afterwards we hope there will be time for a short
game of Beetle.

We can only accommodate a maximum of 26. Please sign the list in the
vestibule and it will be “first come first served”.

Y Please contact Roger (01625 420127) if you would need
= 7 transport, and we shall try to fix you up.

Please support us,

The Worship & Fellowship Team

T —————————
IBits» Changemakers Conference Watch Party
Saturday 14" March, 10:30am-1:00pm

Over recent years Christian Aid have been hosting an
annual “Changemakers” conference in London to
inspire people with stories about their work and
enthuse them to participate in Christian Aid Week
(10™-16™ May). The event is also live-streamed and
all over the country supporters will be getting
together at “watch parties” to join in. Poynton will
be hosting one of these. Come along and hear about
their work in Kenya, the focus for this year.
Refreshments will be served. All are welcome.

If you intend to join us, could you please let us know through Facebook or by
phone or text to Richard (07985 151321) so we have some idea of numbers.

Richard Baker


https://www.facebook.com/events/1469732214721999

Join your friends

Come to the Monthly "Faith Lunch”
(Bring & Share)

We'd love to see more of our congregation
and friends joining us. - Gentlemen welcome
Everyone brings some favourite food
and we all share in a delightful buffet!

12:00 for 12:30
First Monday of every month

COFFEE MORNINGS

Our first Coffee Morning of 2026 raised the total
of £209.60 in aid of ‘Action for Children’. If
you’ve not yet joined us you can be sure of a
friendly welcome, a shared cuppa, and plenty of
stalls to browse. We ask just £2 entrance which
includes your refreshments.

Our next Coffee Mornings are on 28™ February when we shall be
supporting ‘Compassion’, and then ‘The Air Ambulance’ on the 25"
April.



A Message from Rev Helen Byrne

You may already have heard my mum sadly passed away on 10th January.

She did a lot of preaching in Macclesfield circuit and was an ordained
Presbyteral minister for over 31 years. It was lovely to have two chairs of
district present (including one who had also been President of Conference),
and many family and friends from all over, plus the live stream had over 100
views A great lady who showed great love to so many people.

Grateful if you could share the info below, for those who might want to
watch her service.

Hannah read a very beautiful and cleverly composed tribute to her grandma,
Rebekah played her cello and | did the address.

Love and prayers to everyone there,

Helen and Dave

Please find below the link to a HD recording of the service for the Rev. Mary
Jones. (75mins): https://youtu.be/5LLDRg6owgw?si=q3iplInL2ACZTv|7

Here is the updated link to a folder to watch closer the two slide shows from
mum’s service, so you can see closer some of the lovely memories Mary
shared during her 86+ years here with us. Also in this folder is a copy of her
Order of service:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kxWiTgPrFRn4rxMiyewUPhKgn45cpKaf
She will be remembered fondly by us all.

T —————

Candles for Ukraine

Macclesfield are collecting all candles which can be melted down to make
large candles for the soldiers and people of Ukraine.
If you have any spare candles, please arrange to leave them at Macclesfield
or contact Julia Tibbles for collection - Tel 01625 616007

Wanted

One of the regular Big Issue sellers in Macclesfield town centre is in urgent
need of the following household essentials. If you have any of these items to
spare please let me know and I'll arrange collection.

. Mattress for a double-bed Small wardrobe Rug

Many thanks Steve Oliver 07801 715572  steve.oliver3@ntlworld.com



https://youtu.be/5LLDRq6owgw?si=q3iplInL2ACZTvj7
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kxWiTgPrFRn4rxMiyewUPhKgn45cpKaf

Thursday Morning
House Group

The group meets on alternate Thursdays at 10.30am in member's
homes for cake and a cuppa, followed by a time of fellowship,
usually finishing around 12 Noon.

During March we shall suspend our meetings and join the series of
Lenten Studies held at Chapel every Thursday morning 10:30-12:00
starting on 26™ February. (See elsewhere for details).

The House Group will recommence on Thursday 9™ April 2026, at
Roger & Pat Bolton's to start a new topic.

For any further details about the group, including venues, please
contact Roger Bolton, either directly, or via the church email. All
are warmly welcome to join us for any of the sessions. Please bring

a Bible.

EXTRAORDINARY STORY, EXTRAORDINARY THEATRE

St Michael & All Angels Church
Thursday 5" March 2026
Box Office: www.ridinglights.org/nightfalls

Night Falls is a fresh, vivid and dynamic retelling
of the Easter story, blending music and powerful
drama alongside space for reflection and
worship. JiERIDING

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvv
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learn, laugh, live
MACCLESFIELD u3a

Open Morning
Friday 27th March
Stands, Stalls and Socialising!
Macclesfield Town Hall
Dropin 10.00 -13.00

Retired from work
but not from Life
Keep Active:
Keep engaged:
Keep Informed & Be Creative:-

See www.maccu3a.uk or 0300 102 4507

Reg Charity no 1089429



http://www.maccu3a.uk/

‘Whoever wants to be My disciple must deny themselves
and take up their cross daily and follow Me.’ (Luke 9: 23)

These words of Jesus are spoken at a turning point in the gospel. Jesus
challenged the disciples about His identity and their commitment to Him:
‘who do the crowds say | am?’ (Luke 9:18). It is at this point that He
‘resolutely set out for Jerusalem’ (9:51). On our journey through Lent, as we
look to the events of Good Friday and Easter, what are our priorities as Jesus’
disciples?

To deny ourselves: this means to saying No to ourselves and Yes to God, as
we humbly submit our will to His. Jesus prayed in the Garden of
Gethsemane ‘not My will but Yours be done.” (Luke 22:42). It means putting
Jesus first in everything: our work, family, ambitions, possessions, marriage,
finance and future. We will not be guided by self-interest, but by allowing
God to show us how to live in His way.

To take up our cross: this reminds us that the disciple is not immune from
suffering, as we follow Jesus along the way of the cross. Just as He carried
His cross to Golgotha, we cannot avoid experiencing suffering in a fallen
world. Every day we are to live in way that demonstrates to everyone that
we have died to ourselves, our selfish ways and ambitions, and seek to live
for God. It means breaking old selfish habits and ways of thinking, as we
allow God to renew us by His Spirit.

In all of this we cannot lose, because like Jesus, it is only through death that
we find God’s new life. ‘He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to
gain that which he cannot lose.” (Jim Elliot).

Parish Pump
e —————

The Funeral of Mrs Irene Impett

Will take place in our church on Friday 13 March at 1.30.  All are welcome.

Rene, as she was known, joined Prestbury when Bollington closed and came
along with Barbara and Chris, her nieces, and Eva and Avis her friends where
they worshipped most Sundays until she was too frail to attend.

She would have reached 102 years old in May which is quite a celebration.
Barbara Whitehurst



Hope in NEC Annual Civic Prayer Breakfast

Friday March 13th 8am to 9:30am

Anybody wanting to receive an invitation to the Breakfast, hosted by Hope in
North East Cheshire at St Michael's Church in Macclesfield Market Place
should contact Steve Oliver on steve.oliver3@ntlworld.com or 07801 715572.

This year's speakers are from:

East Cheshire Hospice

Street Angels

Macclesfield Police

Cardiac Risk in the Young (CRY)
Friends of Park Lane Special School

It's always a wonderfully uplifting celebration of the caring community work
that takes place in and around Macclesfield.

All are welcome - advanced bookings only.

Supporters are asked to make a donation of £10 which includes a light
breakfast.

NoUhARWNR
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Found in My Mother’s Treasures

To Ponder

The Heart is happiest that beats for others

Temper is a valuable possession — don’t lose it

To find fault is easy — to do better is difficult

A smooth sea never made skilful sailors

No one ever gets dizzy by doing too many good turns

Make each new morning the opening door to a better day
Things always turn out best for those who make the best of the
way things turn out

Rob Ayerst


mailto:steve.oliver3@ntlworld.com

Macclesfield Methodist Circuit
Lent Studies 2026

As part of our Lent preparations,
Prestbury is running a series of 5
sessions based on the book
“"The Sacraments”
By Jane Williams
All are welcome.
All churches in the Circuit

are invited.

| Meetings will be on Thursdays
26 February - 26™ March
10:30-12:00 at Prestbury.

Sessions 1,3,5 will also be run at
Gawsworth Methodists on
24 Feb, 10th March, 24t March
2:30-4:00

Sessions will be led by Rev. Stephen Dallin, Steve Oliver
and Roger Bolton

Weekly sessions, with video input from the author and
other experts will look at the Sacraments, including Baptism
and Holy Communion the author promises to reveal them to
be a glorious expression of God's love for the world in all its
beauty and brokenness.

A course book will be available at the first meeting price
£5, helpful but not essential.

For further information contact Roger Bolton (01625
420127)

Lent Lunches
Wednesdays 11.30 -1pm
11 March at the Methodist Church

25" March In St Peter’s rooms

Homemade soups, great chat and every
penny you give goes straight to Christian Aid

Bring your friends!




Concert in aid of East Cheshire Hospice
Sat 14" March 7.30pm in the Church, £12 incl Refreshments

CHARITY
CONCERT

In aid of East Cheshire Hospice

At Prestbury Methodist Church

14 MARCH 2026 7:30PM

WITH THE LAURENCE SINGERS
Admission £12.00, including Refreshments

Program will include:
The Little Jazz Mass by Bob Chilcott
New York, New York
Phantom of the Opera
And many more...

Tickets available from
www.thelaurencesingers.org.uk
Or the Ticket Secretary 07858 959565

Join The Laurence Singers in a celebration of Choral Music, including a wide
range of musical styles - sacred, secular, modern, jazz.

The Laurence Singers are a renowned Cheshire mixed voice choir who have
performed before in our church on a few occasions in the past.
Last December they were given the prestigious award of
‘Mixed Voice Choir of the North West 2025’

As well as enjoying a top-quality evening of choral music,
you will also be helping to raise funds for the East Cheshire Hospice,
who provide such valuable care in our community.

Tickets available from Valerie Jones 07976974432.



What's On in March

Every Tues 10:00am | Cancer Help Centre
Every Wed 7.30pm | Prestbury Choral Society
Sat 28™ Feb 10:00am - | Coffee Morning in the Village Hall supporting
12 Noon | Compassion
Sun 1°" Mar 10.30am | Morning Worship led by Gill Dallin
12.30pm | Faith Lunch
nd Celebration of Life service for Pam Richardson
Mon 2% Mar 1.15pm | at Gawsworth Methodist Church
(No black or dark clothing please)
10.30am | Circuit Lent Studies at Prestbury
Thur 5™ Mar 7.00pm \A./o.men's: Wellbeing _ |
7.30pm Riding L{ghfS performance .of Night Falls’,
at St Michael's, Macclesfield
Circuit Service at Poynton led by
Sun 8™ Mar 10:30am Revs Deborah Lucas & Steven Dallin
No Service at Prestbury
Wed 11Mar 11.30am |Lent Lunch at our church
Thur 12™ Mar | 10.30am | Circuit Lent Studies at Prestbury
Fri 13" Mar 8-9.30am | Mayor's Breakfast at St Michael's
1.30pm | The Funeral of Mrs Irene Impett
10.30-1pm | Changemakers Conference at Poynton
Sat 14™ Mar 7 30 Charity Concert by The Laurence Singers
“PPMlin aid of East Cheshire Hospice
Sun 15™ Mar | 10:30am | Morning Worship led by Rev Stephen Dallin
Thur 19™ Mar | 10.30am | Circuit Lent Studies at Prestbury
Sun 22" Mar | 10.30am |Worship led by Rev Deborah Lucas
Wed 25™ Mar | 11.30am |Lent Lunch in St Peter's rooms
Thur 26™ Mar | 10.30am |Lent Study Group at Prestbury
Fri 27™ Mar 6:30pm | Chinese Supper & Beetle Drive at the Bolton's
th 10:00am - | Coffee Morning in the Village Hall supporting
Sat 287 Mar 12 Noon | The Air Ambulance
Sun 29™ Mar 10.30 Palm Sunday service with Holy Communion

led by Rev Stephen Dallin

Please send items for the April edition of Contact to Heather
Canh by Tuesday 25™ March or c/o the church e-mailbox
admin@prestburymethodistchurch.org.uk
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